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What is a Shape Poem?
A Shape Poem is a type of poetry that describes an object and is shaped the same as the object the poem is describing.
You could write your shape poem on anything.
What Shapes Could You Make Your Poetry?
You could have a circle-shaped poem describing a cookie, or a poem about love shaped like a heart.
An Example of a Shape Poem
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inonly
two colors:
Black and
White. Tobe oblivious toall
others. only black.or white. Or
shallow or deep, high or low, agree
orfightTonly thinkin black orwhite.
Have you finished  your job? No?
Then youmustnot  have even tried
atall. How was your day? Terrible?
No? Then it must very
much have been quite the
ball. I ask what color is the
grass fnot green, then must
be red. Iask how your mother is?If
notwell, she must be dead. Whatis 8 over
2 equivalent to? If not4 then it must
‘be minus 4. Is it me that you
love and adore? Ifnot, then I mustbe the
one you abhor. I think in two dimensions Isee
both length and width. is amystery To me,a

myth. Like a paper I have

justone face Its blank stare is one you
finished the job halfway and my day
grass looks like a dead yellow and I hear
mellow. What if one had changed divid-

lover,we were just friends. These are
life. This is where identity and variety

the
are rife. With amethyst,bronze,

but two sides. Each time you
cannot erase. BUT! what

had justbeen okay. The

your mother feels quite

ends And rather than
truly unique colors of

cerulean, and deeppink.  Ecru, flam ingo, indigo and pitch
like ink, Do not think there is justwr ong and right For we
cannot think in enly black and white. Do not fall
for any extremist propaganda. Forwe are notas

‘monochrome as an innocent small panda.
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Concrete

Concrete Poetry is

the use of words and their
physical formation to convey
meaning. This may be done with
color, the shape of letters, or
the arrangement of words.
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A
volcano.
Ahuge rock,
shooting lava up into
the airl Everyone runs for
cover. Lots of thick, black smoke
pours out ofthe top, giving you a warning
before the explosions start. Nothing can standin its
way. Sometimes they don'tblow up for hundreds of years.
Still thousands in the world but they don' all work, some are even underwater.
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mante Poetry

A ciamante poem is a poem in the shape of a diamond. I does not
have to thyme. Similar to the Cinquain poem, each line uses speciic
types of word, ke adjectives and -ing words. This type of poem
typically consits of 7 lines with two different topics meraing together.
Line 1 Is one word, the noun or sublect. Line 2 s two adjectives that
describe line 1. Line 3 I three -ing words that describe line 1. Line 4 is
four nouns- the first two relating to line 1 and the last two relating to
line 7. Line 5 s three -ing words that describe line 7. Line 6 is two.
adjectives that describe line 7. Line 7 is one word, the other noun o
subject.

Put It To Use:

Let us write a diamante poem about summer and
vinter.

Step 1: Think It Through

Branstorm a st of ideas that describe the two seasons. Remembering
our format mentioned above, you want to think of adjectives, nouns,
and -ing words that you can use In the poem.

Brainstorms:
‘Summer- hot, sunny, humid, lp-fops, bright, fun, colorful, shorts,
break, vacation, sandals, sweaty, bistering, blazing, swimming,
charming, pool, Winter-cold, icey, windy, white, coats, mittens,
scarves, cocoa, fireplace, slippery, snowing, freezing, dark, brisk, wet,
depressing, biting, crisp, sneezing, Christmas

Step 2: Write Your Poem

Now organize your brainstorm Ideas into the dlamante format shown
above.

Summer
Hot, bright
Bistering, blazing, swimming
Shorts, sandals, boots, cocoa
Snowing, freezing, depressing
Cold, white:

Winter

© This poetry worksheet is from wwu.teach-nology.com
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Name:

Friendship Cinquain

This cinquain about friendship is a good activity to use for Valentine's Day. Draw names
or assign partners to write the poem. They can write about the other student on their
own, or interview them to come up with ideas. Use the following style as a guide.

person’s name

two adjectives that describe the person

three -ing words that describe what the person likes to do (hobbies, activities)
the words have to end with -ing (skating, playing, singing, dancing, etc..)

a phrase that describes what makes them a good friend, something they are good at,
what they do for their friends, what is special about them, etc....

a nickname or other name for the person

Once you have complete this part, copy the answers onto the heart shape. Copy the
heart shape onto red paper. You can also complete the heart on white paper and then
cut it out and glue it onto a larger heart cut from red construction paper. Use glitter or
anything else you like to decorate it.

Downloaded freely from The Teacher's Guide www.theteachersguide.com
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The most common form of a Diamante poem is the seven-lined version. This

form is written about two opposite subjects and makes a comparison between them
by moving from one to the other. Subjects might include war-peace, fire-ice, hot-

cold, etc. Here is the model for writing such a poem:

Line 1: one noun that names the first subject of the diamante
Line 2: two adjectives that describe the first subject

Line 3: three -ing words that are related to the first subject

Line 4: four nouns: the first two related to the first subject (named in line 1) and
the second two related to the second subject (named in line 7)

Line 5: three -ing words that are related to the second subject
Line 6: two adjectives that describe the second subject
Line 7: one noun that names the second subject of the diamante

Here is an example:

Dogs,
playful, active
running, playing, growing
fast, fun, soft, nice
sleeping, meowing, eating
furry, whiskery
Cats
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A n acrostic poem

C reates a challenge

R andom words on a theme

O rwhole sentences that myme

S elect your words carsfully

T o form a word from top to bottom
Is the aim of his poetry style

C hoose a word then go!
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Free Verse

This type of poetry is free of rhyme and regular
rhythm (meter). It may appear in several stanzas
orin a single long one.

Be sure to include examples of figurative
language, imagery, allusions, and repetition.

Free verse poetry attempts to capture the normal
rhythms of ordinary speech.

Attempt to write at least 15 lines.

Choose a topic that interests you or one for which
you hold strong feelings.
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warm chewy
gingerbread man,
made in some oven
while lying in a pan.
people are waiting
to eat his hand.
why is it they will
mostly nibble on his limbs?
leaving him (if he could ) pondering,
wondering just what he’d done to them?
this punishment is a bit harsh it seems
only just for giving them oh,
such tasty dreams.
children all begging
they want to taste too,
be sure there’s enough
if it's the last thing that you do.
more are waiting  cut them out fast,
although we try I'm pretty sure
they’re not going to last.
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