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                     Animals of Saskatchewan Inquiry Project
      This project integrates science(Habitats), math(graphing and data management), social studies (Saskatchewan symbols, landscapes flora/fauna), technological literacy and art (visual aids) into our language arts program. The purpose for this project is to research, collect, outline and organize information in order to answer an inquiry question
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 and present it to the class.
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Big Question 

Each student will ask a series of smaller questions for inquiry and research from a variety of sources to answer their questions (own schema, books, encyclopedias, magazines, videos, websites). Students brainstormed some questions they could ask. These are some examples outlined of what types of smaller questions that we could use to research about their own animal:

-what does the animal eat? What is their niche? Food chain? Food web?

-where in Saskatchewan do they live? What is the flora, terrain and climate type? (examples boreal forest, grassland, aquatic regions, etc)

-what environmental factors affect their survival (habitat loss, hunting, considered a pest, predator overpopulation etc)

-who is their enemy?
-what is their current population in Saskatchewan (over populated, at risk/endangered /vunerable) and can we change this? If yes, how?

-what do they look like? What features make it unique? How do these special features help them survive? 

-do they have special habits or behaviours to help them? What are these?
-how are they the same or alike other animal species (ground squirrel vs red squirrel)?

-what are some cool facts you learned about your animal?

*each student will have their own list of questions to lead their inquiry, these are just some ideas brainstormed as a large group

Project outline:

1. Select your own animal indigenous to Saskatchewan 

2. Write a big question to answer using inquiry. Make a graphic organizer of smaller questions to ask/answer

3. Write questions on looseleaf and leave space for jot notes

4. On a separate piece of looseleaf document all sources used from research (books, encyclopedias, videos, websites etc)

5. Read and browse books, encyclopedias, websites, and other sources (use pictures and captions) to take jot nots

6. Write jot notes in point form and try to use your own words to explain the main idea 

7. After collecting and writing jot notes organize information into sentences and paragraphs (topic sentence first and then supporting details)

8. Create a rough draft writing using double spaces (use every second line) and adequate word and letter spacing (to enable changes editing and revisions)

9. Read over your rough draft, does it answer your questions, do you need to research further, and do you need to take somethings out that are not related to your inquiry?

10. Research photograph images to support the topic and inquiry searches on a word document (copy and paste)

11. Save images to student m drive or usb

12. Prepare the final product (to be announced at a later date) and share orally with the whole class (presentation-so we can all learn about that animal)
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Rough Draft and Jot notes       

(hand written/neatly printed jot notes 

(rough drafts and outlines

(concept web/graphic organizer
-all original hand written notes should be compiled and

 organized to show the research process

-rough drafts need to show the editing and revisions (paragraphing, spelling, grammar)

-the outline of inquiry questions needs to be included with the pre-writing and rough draft

Final Written/Visual Represetation                  
(reference page: outlining [image: image31.jpg]


resources that were borrowed or used 

for inquiry
(final draft: neatly printed in paragraph form edited for errors                                               

(introductory paragraph/topic sentences used and an ending
 (or conclusion)
(correct grammar, paragraphing, spelling, punctuation and the 

proper use of capital letters

(aesthetics: neat and well organized

-the final copy should be as error free as possible and neatly organized

-all information borrowed or used as a resource need to be documented to give credit to the references used
-should have topic headings/inquiry questions, photos/drawings

 or graphs (captions) and supporting details of how they answered their question:
This is just an example or outline of how a student might organize their content:

(Animal “at risk” in large print (title)

(Habitat (describe and provide a map of the region or location)

(Classification (species, genus, family)

(Diet and shelter (food web)

(Adaptations, advantages and special characteristics

( Enemies (predators, humans)

(Environmental stress (pollution, overhunting, loss of habitat etc) 

(Recovery method (natural ways to survive or ways to preserve)

(Habits (examples: migrates, molts, hibernates, etc)

(Interesting Facts(what makes it distinct and interesting from other animals)
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(Population (compare decline of numbers over a period of time)

-captions: each topic should have a visual aid whether it is a graph, diagram, picture, photo to go with the text

-food web: need to show the interaction with other organisms and the environment

-graphs: usually used to compare the population of an animal over time: growth rate or death rates 

-neatness and organization: use space effectively to ensure there isn’t large vacant unused spaces
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 Oral Presentation                                
(eye contact with audience

(clear speaking voice 
(audible volume

(refers to each topic heading and caption:

explains without reading text
(answers questions confidently

and to the best of their knowledge

*this may be easy for some and a challenge for others, it is
an expectation that students share their learning with others
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(we will try to make it a positive risk for all)
Peer Assessment                                  
(To listen attentively to each peer’s

oral presentation and give positive feedback 

about their oral performance and inquiry project
(need to support with comments, helpful feedback

and explain what they liked/learned

 -each student needs to hand in their peer assessment reports

-each student has a role in listening, observing, and being 
actively involved in each other’s learning process

Assessment and Evaluation:

· Peer assessments and comments will contribute to each students display presentation (each student is also marked on completing peer evaluations)

· Rubrics are used for the written components and oral presentations

· Completion and handing in of jot notes/ rough drafts and peer assessments

See attached animals of Saskatchewan 
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Animals native to Saskatchewan
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Arctic fox                         Blue Jay                          Fisher                    Lady bug        
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Bald eagle                   Canada goose                 Flying squirrel       Monarch butterfly

                
                    
               

Beaver                          Canada Lynx          Common garter snake      Pacific loon

                
                   
               
  
Bison                              Caribou                      Grasshopper              Peregrine falcon

                  
                
              
                         
Black widow spider          Moose                Great blue heron            Porcupine

             
              
            

Prairie Rattlesnake     Pronghorn                    Raccoon                   Red fox      
Others: 

common loon           American white pelican            red breasted merganser (robin)

spruce grouse           Canadian warbler                      white-breasted nuthatch

hawk owl                  burrowing owl                          black footed ferret

gray jay                    American badger                      Bohemian wax-wing

eastern kingbird       comorant                                   black tailed prairie dog

Harris sparrow         jack rabbit                                 barren-ground caribou

raven                        osprey                                       American black bear

red bat                      muskrat                                     Franklin’s ground squirrel

Western moose        coyote                                       red-tailed hawk

Snowshoe hare        ermine                                       short tailed-shrew

mule deer                 leopard frog                              northern three-toed woodpecker

northern pike           lake sturgeon                             north American river otter

least chipmunk        swift fox                                    north American porcupine

Arctic fox                mink                                          sharp tailed grouse                                       

timber wolf             brown bat                                   red backed vole

horned lizard          trumpeter swan                         common snapping turtle

hoary bat                 ovenbird                                    northern pocket gopher

golden eagle           chorus frogs                               Western painted turtle             

lake trout                cottontail                                     long eared myotis                                                                
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 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
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How does adaptations allow certain animal species to survive in Saskatchewan?





�


Richardson


Ground squirrel





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/ruffed_grouse.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/snowy_owl.asp" ���





 Ruffed Grouse





Snowy owl





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/striped_skunk.asp" �Striped  skunk�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/striped_skunk.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/white-tailed_deer.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/wolf.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/white-tailed_deer.asp" �White-tailed deer�








      � HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/wolf.asp" �Wolf�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/wolverine.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/wolverine.asp" �Wolverine�











