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“I Search”: Saskatchewan animal Research/Inquiry Project
      This project integrates Science(Habitats), Math(graphing and data management), Social Studies (mapping and ecoregions of Saskatchewan) and Art (visual aids and drawings) into our Language Arts program. The assignment is to research, collect, outline and organize information on one of the Saskatchewan animal. 
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Inquiry question to answer with research:
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Rough Draft and Jot notes      (green notebook) 

(Hand written jot notes on each category 
(rough drafts and outlines

(concept web/thought web 

-all original hand written notes should be compiled and

 organized to show the research process

-rough drafts need to show the editing and revisions (paragraphing, spelling, grammar)

-the outline of the essay Though web needs to be included with the pre-writing and rough draft

Final Written Essay               
(has an introduction paragraph introducing the animal , 3-5 paragraphs about animal (diet, food web, shelter could be the topic of one paragraph as an example), a concluding paragraph
-each paragraph should have a topic sentence and a minimum of 6 supporting details sentences

(no copy and pasts, has to be jot note information and student written rough draft)

(Bibliography: outlining in correct of[image: image30.jpg]


 resources that were borrowed

(neatly hand written or typed

(correct grammar, paragraphing, spelling, punctuation and use

 of capital letters

(aesthetics: neat and well organized

-this essay organized in paragraph format  
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Visual Project  & Graphic organizer for writing about:                       

Have photos/drawings to support data
 or graphs (captions) 

(Animal  (title)

(Habitat (describe vegetation or ecoregion like grasslands, 

tundra, boreal forest and provide a map of the region or location)

(Diet and shelter (food web)

(Adaptations, advantages and special characteristics to help
it survive in its habitat
( Enemies (predators, humans)

(Environmental stress (pollution, overhunting, loss of habitat etc) 
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(Habits (examples: migrates, molts, hibernates, etc)

(Interesting Facts(what makes it distinct and interesting from other animals)

(Population in Saskatchewan(compare decline of numbers over a period of time)

 Animals native to Saskatchewan
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Bald eagle                   Canada goose                 Flying squirrel       Monarch butterfly

                
                    
               

Beaver                          Canada Lynx          Common garter snake      Pacific loon

                
                   
               
  
Bison                              Caribou                      Grasshopper              Peregrine falcon

                  
                
              
                         
Black widow spider          Moose                Great blue heron            Porcupine

             
              
            

Prairie Rattlesnake     Pronghorn                    Raccoon                   Red fox      
Others: 

common loon           American white pelican            red breasted merganser (robin)

spruce grouse           Canadian warbler                      white-breasted nuthatch

hawk owl                  burrowing owl                          black footed ferret

gray jay                    American badger                      Bohemian wax-wing

eastern kingbird       comorant                                   black tailed prairie dog

Harris sparrow         jack rabbit                                 barren-ground caribou

raven                        osprey                                       American black bear

red bat                      muskrat                                     Franklin’s ground squirrel

Western moose        coyote                                       red-tailed hawk

Snowshoe hare        ermine                                       short tailed-shrew

mule deer                 leopard frog                              northern three-toed woodpecker

northern pike           lake sturgeon                             north American river otter

least chipmunk        swift fox                                    north American porcupine

Arctic fox                mink                                          sharp tailed grouse                                       

timber wolf             brown bat                                   red backed vole

horned lizard          trumpeter swan                         common snapping turtle

hoary bat                 ovenbird                                    northern pocket gopher

golden eagle           chorus frogs                               Western painted turtle             

lake trout                cottontail                                     long eared myotis                                                                
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Teacher Name: Ms. Cuming 


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 



	CATEGORY 
	4     Strong 
	3    Adequate 
	         Fair/

    Beginning to

2       meet  
	1 Needs Work 

	Organization 
	Information is very organized with well-constructed paragraphs and subheadings. Thoroughly answers the big question “How does adaptations allow animals to survive in Saskatchewan?”
	Information is organized with well-constructed paragraphs (3-5 sentences per topic). Answers both inquiry big questions and smaller questions about Saskatchewan animal.
	Information is organized, but paragraphs are not well-constructed (only 1- 2 sentences to support each topic). Very briefly answers questions partially or is not related to the inquiry questions outlined.
	The information appears to be disorganized. Does not answer either big question or many of the smaller questions. Has half the questions somewhat answered but does not answer the big question.

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes five to seven supporting details and/or examples with support of pictures.


	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples that support main idea. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

-there is no details to support ideas

-incomplete

	Diagrams & Illustrations 
	All inquiries are answered thoroughly, with text and diagrams, pictures, maps, video clips. Illustrations are neat, accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic. 
	All topics or questions have a visual to support writing and are presented, diagrams and illustrations are accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic. 
	Visuals are used but do not support the text presented or offers only with some vague details. Some diagrams and illustrations are used that sometimes add to the reader's understanding of the topic. 
	Lacks visuals to add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Or diagrams and illustrations are used to explain questions without any text to support. 

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 

Writing makes sense and is easy for others to understand.
	Only one or two grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. Writing makes sense but sometimes uses hard words from text (without in own words). 
	3-5 grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors. Some sentences don’t make sense or text was copied directly. Audience needs clarification.
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. Writing doesn’t make sense and needs some clarity. 

	Pre-writing
	-Has a graphic organizer outlining questions to guide inquiry that thoroughly answer the big question in detail

-has jot notes in own words that answers inquiry questions

-has put together rough draft writing organizing topics and main ideas in proper sentences and paragraphs

-has edited rough drafts for errors
	-has a 3-5 questions written as an outline (some may not relate to the big question)

-has lots of jot notes to answer inquiry questions

-puts jot notes in a few paragraphs to answer each question briefly 

-has wrote ideas into sentences and paragraphs to show beginning, middle and end
	-has a couple of questions or statements about their animal

-has a few jot noes

-organizes all the jot notes collected into one large paragraph

-has half of a rough draft completed or started

-final copy is on the PowerPoint but still has errors
	-no graphic organizer or outline questions used to guide search

-random facts are collected about the animal that don’t completely answer the big question 

-may not have jots nots or are copied directly from text word for word

-there is no rough draft organized into sentences or paragraphs

-there is no final copy

-PowerPoint was incomplete

	Bibliography :

Resources documented
	All resources are documented: books, encyclopedias, websites, videos, magazines etc. and organized on the last page and multiple sources were used to gather information. 
	Sources are neatly recorded, but not in order, and is organized on the last page.
	Some resources used are documented but do not give pertinent details or have a sequence or structure. 
	There is very little evidence of resources used or no documentation or outline altogether. 



How does adaptations allow certain animal species to survive in Saskatchewan?








How does adaptations allow certain animal species to survive in Saskatchewan?
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Richardson


Ground squirrel





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/wolverine.asp" �Wolverine�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/ruffed_grouse.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/snowy_owl.asp" ���





 Ruffed Grouse





Snowy owl





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/striped_skunk.asp" �Striped  skunk�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/striped_skunk.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/white-tailed_deer.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/wolf.asp" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/white-tailed_deer.asp" �White-tailed deer�








      � HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/wolf.asp" �Wolf�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/wolverine.asp" ���














